
  

July 15, 2024 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

I am writing today with gratitude and news about an upcoming change at the 

University of Colorado Denver. After leading this incredible campus for four years, I 

will step down as Chancellor next month to attend to a family medical issue. This was 

a difficult decision because I love CU Denver and the incredible Lynx community that 

makes the university so special.   

 

As members of CU Denver’s donor and alumni community, you play a vital role in 

advancing CU Denver’s educational mission and reputation, and I am grateful and 

proud to have worked with you to serve the unique and highly motivated student 

population that is such a beautiful hallmark of our campus.  

 

I arrived at CU Denver at the beginning of the pandemic and will always appreciate 

your support in ensuring our students and campus could weather the challenges we 

faced then as well as helping us thrive in the years since. It has been such a 

pleasure to get to know so many of you, and I hope our paths will continue to cross 

while I continue to serve as a professor in the Business School.  

 

To ensure a smooth and effective leadership transition for the campus, CU President 

Todd Saliman has appointed Dr. Ann Schmiesing interim chancellor of CU Denver 

effective August 26. Dr. Schmiesing is now Vice Chancellor for Academic Resource 

Management at CU Boulder. She leads multiple strategic projects there and 

oversees the Graduate School, Continuing Education, CU Boulder Online, and 

research infrastructure. Dr. Schmiesing, who joined the CU Boulder faculty in 1995, 

earned a PhD from Cambridge University, an MA from the University of Washington, 
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and a BA from Willamette University. She will lead CU Denver while the university 

conducts a national search for my successor. 

 

Again, I am so grateful for the support and enthusiasm you contribute toward making 

CU Denver the welcoming, vibrant, and effective campus it is for our students, faculty 

and staff, and our larger community. I will always treasure my opportunity to partner 

with you to make education work for all.  

 

With gratitude, 

  

Michelle Marks 

Chancellor 

 


