
     

 

Aug. 19, 2024 

Dear faculty and staff,    

August is always an exhilarating time on campus, with a new academic year 

bringing an uptick in activity and energy and a new season of possibility for 

students, faculty, and staff. Even though I will be stepping down as chancellor at 

the end of the week to focus on a family medical issue as I announced last month, 

I am very much excited about all the great things ahead for CU Denver.    

I have been reflecting on my four years here, and what has made it so special is 

the people who make this a great place to learn and work. I am inspired by our 

faculty who conduct world-class research and creative work, implement impactful 

teaching innovations, and give the extra effort to help students outside of the 

classroom. I’m inspired by our staff who advise and support our students in many 

different ways, who maintain our facilities and who do so many important jobs that 

keep our campus running well. And I am inspired every day by our students, who 

come to CU Denver to pursue their passions and design their futures.    

In preparing for my transition, I recently came across a post card from Block Party 

in 2021. The Dean of Students Office set up a booth that year where you could 

write a message to yourself, which they mailed to you later in the year. I wrote, 

“No matter how busy or challenging the job gets, never forget why you chose this 

job–to help thousands of students better their lives.”    

I have come to know so many of you who embody this effort—whether you’re 

having a conversation that helps a student through a challenging situation, 

creating a learning environment that enables success, or providing mentorship 

that influences careers and changes lives. I have loved learning how each of you 
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contribute to the success of our students and your colleagues, in so many small 

ways that add up to make all the difference in the world. Because of you, I know 

the future is bright, and I’m happy that I will get to see it in a different capacity as I 

move into a faculty role in the Business School.    

As we look to the fall semester, enrollment is coming in stronger than anticipated, 

we’re coming off our second straight record-setting year in research, and we once 

again exceeded our fundraising goals. Every moment of every day we impact the 

lives of students, and every new day gives us another opportunity to make 

education work for all.    

I am also excited for Interim Chancellor Ann Schmiesing, who will be joining us 

from CU Boulder where she serves as Vice Chancellor for Academic Resource 

Management. I have enjoyed getting to know Dr. Schmiesing over the last few 

weeks and we are both very committed to ensuring a smooth transition and a 

productive fall for CU Denver. I hope you’ll join me in providing her a warm 

welcome into the Lynx family when she formally begins next Monday. And I will be 

close by in the Business School, so if you see me around campus, please say 

hello! I hope to stay connected with all of you.    

Thank you again for all that you do and all the great work you will do this 

semester. It has been the utmost privilege to be your chancellor.    

With gratitude, 

 

Michelle Marks 

Chancellor 
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