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Dear faculty and staff,

I am honored for the opportunity to serve as interim chancellor at the University of

Colorado Denver and be part of such a vibrant urban campus this fall. Even when

| visited in the summer, | could feel the energy that comes with teaching, working,

and learning in downtown Denver. That dynamism is even more palpable now that
the semester has begun.

I’'m tremendously inspired by the vital role that CU Denver plays in Colorado and
by the consequential work that each of you contributes to fulfilling this role. My
goal as interim chancellor is to help CU Denver continue its great trajectory and
ensure a smooth leadership transition at both ends of my time here.

As Vice Chancellor for Academic Resource Management at CU Boulder, I've
overseen graduate, online, and continuing education; the research infrastructure
portfolio; and overall strategic resource allocation in support of the university’s
mission. I've been involved in several campus initiatives and worked closely with
faculty, staff, and student leaders. As interim chancellor, | hope to draw on this
experience wherever | can to help advance CU Denver’s goals, and | look forward
to working with all of you.

| see in CU Denver’s mission to make education work for all an essential and
invigorating call to action. As faculty and staff, all of us serve students seeking the
opportunity to better their lives, their families, and their communities. In a time of
many uncertainties and tensions nationally and globally, | hope that we as
members of the CU Denver community will stay anchored in helping students



meet their moment. Together, we can prioritize our academic mission and the
safety of our community while upholding free expression and setting an example
for civil engagement that is fitting for a vibrant public urban university.

| want to thank outgoing Chancellor Michelle Marks, Cabinet members, and others
| have met so far for giving me such a warm welcome and making me feel like part
of the team as | get up to speed on the important work underway here. | am very
eager to meet more of CU Denver’s faculty and staff and get to work advancing
our common mission for the benefit of our students and community.

On Sept. 18, | plan to host an open event on campus to provide a chance for the
Lynx community to get to know me and help me get to know you as well. | am
excited to learn more about CU Denver and the people who provide such an
impactful learning environment for our students. More information about the event
will be forthcoming soon. | would be delighted if you would join me.

Sincerely,

L a

Ann Schmiesing
Interim Chancellor



