Message from the Provost (T Denver

Jan. 15, 2025
Dear faculty and staff,

| am pleased to announce the appointment of College of Architecture and

Planning interim leaders who not only will maintain the college’s outstanding trajectory
as the search for a long-term dean progresses, but also who reflect the vital cross-
college collaboration at the heart of CAP.

Ann Komara, MLA, M.Arch History, and Marc Swackhamer, M.Arch, will serve as
interim CAP co-deans starting March 1. Ann and Marc have made exemplary
contributions to the college in scholarship, teaching, and service.

Ann Komara is a professor of landscape architecture and associate dean of academic
affairs for CAP. She has been a faculty member at CAP for 33 years. After receiving
tenure in 2008, she was program director for the Master of Urban Design program
from 2015 through 2018 and chair of the Department of Landscape Architecture from
2009 through 2019. Her many honors include awards for her monograph on Denver's
Skyline Park, a Fulbright teaching and research fellowship, a Graham Foundation
research grant, a Camargo Foundation fellowship, and garden and landscape studies
fellowships at Dumbarton Oaks.

Marc Swackhamer is professor and chair of CAP’s Department of Architecture and
co-founder of the HouMinn research practice, which has won national design awards
from Architect, ID, and Core77 magazines. At CU Denver, Swackhamer

launched LoDo Lab, a design research lab where he led a team that earned a CU
Denver Grand Challenge award for developing biodegradable landscape
infrastructure pods (BLIP) to help forests regenerate after wildfires. Swackhamer is
the 2025 president of the Association for Computer Aided Design In Architecture
(ACADIA).
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I am confident these two scholars and leaders will collaborate to bridge the transition
between Interim Dean Santorico, whose last day at CU Denver will be Feb. 28, and
the next long-term dean. The Office of the Provost is prioritizing a search for the
permanent dean, which is at an advanced stage. | am eager for CU Denver to
conduct first-round candidate interviews in the next few weeks and to invite finalists to
campus in the final two weeks of February.

| know that you’ll join me in congratulating professors Komara and Swackhamer on
their appointment and thank them for their continuing service to CAP and to this
university.

'-b“' f b'l-JII-i.L=. o o

Constancio Nakuma, PhD
Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs



